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CONPIDENTIAL HELSINKI 1382 
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E.O. 1 1652: GDS 

TAGS: PORG, SF, WA, FI 

SUBJ: NAMIBIA NEGOTIATIONS 

REF: (A) STATE II23I2, (B) HELSINKI 1293. 
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1. THE AMBASSADOR DISCUSSED THE NAMIBIA SIUATION WITH 

THE DIRECTOR OP THE POLITICAL DEPARTMENT OP THE MINISTRY OF 
FOREIGN APPAIRS, KLAUS TORNUDD, ON MAY 3. POLITICAL 
COUNSELOR POLLOWED UP WITH ASSISTANT CHIEF OF POLITICAL AFFAIRS 
KORVENHEIMO ON MAY 5. 

2. WE MADE THE POINTS OUTLINED IN REPTEL A, 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


EMPHASIZING THE CRITICAL STAGE OF THE NAMIBIA 

NEGOTIATIONS AND THE NEED FOR SUPPORT FOR THE 

CONTACT GROUP'S EFFORTS. TORNUDD WAS, AS USUAL, NONCOMMITTAL, 

SAYING ONLY THAT OTHERS HAD MORE INELUENCE THAN FINLAND. 

KORVENHEIMO SAID THAT THERE HAD BEEN 

CONTACT BETWEEN FINNISH OFFICIALS AND SWAPO IN NEW 

YORK; HOWEVER, WHEN ASKED WHAT LINE THE FINNS WERE 

TAKING IN THEIR DISCUSSIONS WITH SWAPO, KORVENHEIMI 

INDICATED HE HAS NOT YET BEEN INFORMED OF THE 

NATURE OF THE DISCUSSIONS. 

3. IN OUR CONSULTATIONS AT THE FINNISH FOREIGN 
MINISTRY ON APRIL 26 (REFTEL B), AMBASSADOR LEONARD 
MADE MANY OF THE SAME POINTS CONCERNING NAMIBIA TO 
THE FINNISH PARTICIPANTS IN THE CONSULTATIONS, WHO 
WERE LED BY UNDER SECRETARY FOR POLITICAL AFFAIRS 
KEIJO KORHONON. KORHONEN SAID AT THAT TIME THAT 
FINLAND HAS A PREFERENCE FOR COMMUNICATING UNOFFICIALLY 
WITH SWAPO ON THESE MATTERS. EARLIER, IN AN OFFICIAL 
COMMUNICATION LAST MONTH IN RESPONSE TO REPRESENTA- 
TIONS OF THE WESTERN GROUP OF FIVE HERE, THE FINNISH 
FOREIGN MINISTRY STATED THAT IT CONSIDERS 

THE REVISED WESTERN GROUP PROPOSALS A GOOD BASIS FOR 
AN INTERNATIONALLY ACCEPTABLE SOLUTION TO THE QUESTION 
OF NAMIBIA WITHIN THE FRAMEWORK OF THE UNITED NATIONS. 
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4. FINNLAND IS EXPECTING A SWAPO DELEGATION, LED 
BY VICE PRESIDENT MISHAKE MUJUNGO TO ARRIVE IN 
HELSINKI THE WEEK OF MAY 8. HOWEVER KORVENHEIMO 
EMPHASIZED THAT THE DELEGATION IS COMING TO DISCUSS 
ECONOMIC AND CULTURAL PROGRAMS AND IS UNRELATED TO 
THE POLITICAL NEGOTIATIONS CONCERNING NAMIBIA. 

5. COMMENT. THE CAUTION OF FINNISH OFFICIALS ON 
THE SUBJECT OF THE NAMIBIA NEGOTIATIONS CLEARLY 
INDICATED THAT FINLAND INTENDS TO KEEP A VERY LOW 
PROFILE ON THIS ISSUE AND TO BE VERY INDIRECT IN 
EXPRESSING TO SWAPO ITS BASICALLY FAVORABLE 
EVALUATION OF THE WESTERN GROUP'S PROPOSALS. END 
COMMENT. 

RIDGWAY 
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